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Protection of global climate for present and future generations of mankind
The CGeneral Assenbly,

Wel coming with appreciation the initiative taken by the Government of
Malta in proposing for consideration by the Assenbly the itementitled
"Conservation of climate as part of the common heritage of nankind",

Concerned that certain human activities could change gl obal climate
patterns, threatening present and future generations with potentially severe
econonm ¢ and soci al consequences,

Noting with concern that the energing evidence indicates that continued
growth in atnospheric concentrations of "greenhouse" gases coul d produce
global warmi ng with an eventual rise in sea |levels, the effects of which could
be disastrous for mankind if tinely steps are not taken at all |evels,

Recogni zing the need for additional research and scientific studies into
all sources and causes of climate change,

Concerned al so that em ssions of certain substances are depleting the
ozone | ayer and thereby exposing the earth's surface to increased ultra-violet
radi ati on, which nmay pose a threat to, inter alia, human health, agricultura
productivity and aninmal and nmarine life, and reaffirmng in this context the
appeal, contained in its resolution 42/182 of 11 Decenber 1987, to all States
that have not yet done so to consider becom ng parties to the Vienna
Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer, adopted on 22 March 1985
and the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the OQzone Layer, adopted
on 16 Septenber 1987, as soon as possible,

Recalling its resolutions 42/186 and 42/ 187 of 11 Decenber 1987 on the
Envi ronment al Perspective to the Year 2000 and Beyond and on the report of the
Worl d Conm ssion on Environment and Devel opnent, respectively,

Convi nced that changes in clinmate have an inpact on devel opnent,

Awar e that a considerabl e amount of val uable work, particularly at the
scientific level and in the legal field, has already been initiated on clinate
change, in particular by the United Nations Environnment Progranme, the Wrld
Met eor ol ogi cal Organi zation and the International Council of Scientific Unions
and under the auspices of individual States,
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Wl coming the convening in 1990 of a second Wrld dinate Conference,

Recal ling al so the conclusions of the neeting held at Villach, Austria,
in 1985, which, inter alia, recommended a progranme on clinmate change to be
pronoted by Governnments and the scientific conmunity with the coll aboration of
the Worl d Meteorol ogi cal O gani zation, the United Nations Environnent
Progranme and the International Council of Scientific Unions,

Convinced that climate change affects humanity as a whol e and shoul d be
confronted within a global franmework so as to take into account the vital
interests of all mankind,

1. Recogni zes that climate change is a conmon concern of mankind, since
climate is an essential condition which sustains life on earth;

2. Det erm nes that necessary and tinely action should be taken to dea
with climte change within a gl obal franmework;

3. Reaffirnms its resolution 42/184 of 11 Decenber 1987, in which
inter alia, it agreed with the Governing Council of the United Nations
Envi ronment Progranme that the Programme should attach i nportance to the
probl em of gl obal climate change and that the Executive Director of the United
Nati ons Envi ronnment Progranme shoul d ensure that the Programme co-operates
closely with the Wrld Meteorol ogical Organi zation and the Internationa
Council of Scientific Unions and maintains an active, influential role in the
Wrld Cimte Progranme;

4. Considers that activities in support of the Wrld Cinmate Progranme,
approved by the Congress and Executive Council of the Wrld Meteorol ogica
Organi zation and el aborated in the systemw de nedi umterm environnent
progranme for the period 1990-1995, which was approved by the Governing
Council of the United Nations Environnment Programme, be accorded high
priority by the relevant organs and progranmes of the United Nations system

5. Endorses the action of the Wrld Meteorol ogi cal O ganization and the
United Nations Environnment Programe in jointly establishing an
I ntergovernmental Panel on Cimate Change to provide internationally
co-ordinated scientific assessnents of the magnitude, timng and potentia
envi ronnent al and soci o- econom c inpact of climte change and realistic
response strategi es, and expresses appreciation for the work already initiated
by t he Panel ;

6. Urges Governnents, intergovernnental and non-governmnent al
organi zations and scientific institutions to treat clinate change as a
priority issue, to undertake and pronote specific, co-operative
action-oriented progranmes and research so as to increase understandi ng on al
sources and causes of clinmate change, including its regional aspects and
specific tinme-frames as well as the cause and effect relationship of human
activities and climate, and to contribute, as appropriate, w th hunman and
financial resources to efforts to protect the global clinmate;

7. Calls upon all relevant organi zati ons and progranmres of the United
Nations systemto support the work of the Intergovernnental Panel on Cinate
Change;

8. Encour ages the conveni ng of conferences on climte change,

particularly on global warnming, at the national, regional and gl obal levels in
order to make the international conmunity better aware of the inportance of
dealing effectively and in a tinmely nanner with all aspects of climate change
resulting fromcertain hunman activities;

9. Cal I s upon Governnents and intergovernnmental organizations to

col | aborate in maki ng every effort to prevent detrinental effects on climte
and activities which affect the ecol ogi cal bal ance, and also calls upon
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non- gover nrent al organi zati ons, industry and other productive sectors to play
their due role;

10. Requests the Secretary-GCGeneral of the Wrld Meteorol ogi cal
Organi zation and the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment
Progranme, through the Intergovernnental Panel on Cinmate Change, i mediately
toinitiate action | eading, as soon as possible, to a conprehensive revi ew and
recommendati ons with respect to:

(a) The state of know edge of the science of climate and climatic
change;

(b) Progranmes and studi es on the social and econonic inpact of clinmate
change, i ncludi ng gl obal warmn ng;

(c) Possible response strategies to delay, limt or mtigate the inpact
of adverse clinmate change;

(d) The identification and possibl e strengthening of relevant existing
i nternational |egal instrunents having a bearing on climate;

(e) Elements for inclusion in a possible future international convention
on climate;

11. Al'so requests the Secretary-Ceneral to bring the present resolution
to the attention of all Governments, as well as intergovernnental
organi zati ons, non-governnental organizations in consultative status with the
Econom ¢ and Soci al Council and well-established scientific institutions with
expertise in natters concerning clinmate;

12. Further requests the Secretary-Ceneral to report to the Ceneral
Assenbly at its forty-fourth session on the inplenmentation of the present
resol ution;

13. Decides to include this question in the provisional agenda of its

forty-fourth session, wthout prejudice to the application of the principle of
bi enni al i zati on.
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